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Action Report - Period 14 liarch to 27 [ay 1945,
Operations in Support of the Campaign for the
Capture of Okinawa Gunto.

- Special Couanents (“Yont'd)

The weather was excellent until we neared Kyushu,

The visibility then dropped to about five miles due
to haze. Iy navigation was correct and we entered

the Inland Sea between Kyushu and Shikoku., xbeout
half an hour before we arrived I contacted the
fighters who were circling the downed personnel and
ot their exact position. Our escort sighted one

or two eneany planes cn the way up,. /e saw several
tugs and barges in the Inlund bea. The downed pers—
onnel were about 2000 yards i of liiwe Island. Lt.(Jjg)
Donald O. Conb, who was flying the second Lingfisher
and I landed at 1145. The pilot and crewuwan were

in a two man raft, I immediately piciced up the pilot.
Lt.(jo) Comb's plane was idling too fast and after
three passes he was forced to cut his engine. He
then quiclkly effected rescue of the alr crewwan,

"' took off at 1215.

On retiring we were fired on by heavy AA as we

passed thru Haysul Strait, The fire was coning from
Cape Sadani. The A4 was li_ht but accurate. No damage
weas done to either plane, The trip back was unevent=
ful and we were recovered at 1430, The personnel
recovered were: Insign John ilorris, USI'R; Phegley,
Cletus, ARIi3e."

Stateaent of Lnsign John Morris, USl'R, and Cletis L.
Phegley, #ixrlide, USIR,

"At 0700 my en_ine was hit by .4 Tire while I was
diving on target (USA airfield) on the northern coast
of kyushu, I landed in the 5UQ 5Sea about one mile
north west of Himi Island. I wade a water landing,
and my crewuan and I got in our two-uan life raft,

At 1145 Lt. C.S. “anner, USl, end Lt.(Jjg) D.C. Comb,
from U,o.5. ASTORIA ..ade excellent landings in 0S2U's
and promptly rescued nmyself and my crewian. e

were in ¢ood condition. Planes circling, me were
fired upcn by heavy and light Ai. Cne enemy plane
was shot dcwn near me about ten minutes before being
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