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CL90/A16-3 ,r.a.s. ASTORIA (0190) (@) 10/gaw
(0%0) are of Fleet Post Office,
San Franeisco, California.

EITIAL 31 ilay 1945

Subject: Action Report = Period 14 ilarch to 27 vay 1945,
Operations in Support of the Ceaupaign for the
Capture of (Ukinawa CGunto.
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PART VI(E)(5) - Special Coaments (Cont'd}

picked up, Flane was shot down by planes which
were covering me, Both plenes landed under fire
of eneny shore installetions and ships batteries.
/e were fired upon by heavy .ii upon retireient be-
tween the HAYSUI Strait. i'iring ori.inated from Cape
Sadami. Ve were recovered at 1425 by U.5.5. ~STORIA,
Task Croup 58.3."
F. 1o coument.
FART- VIT Fersonnel perfomuance and casualties

Al Lerformancy
(1) Throughout all the air attacks tiie Gunnery, Lookout,

and Coubat Information Center personnel worked as a
highly intezrated team ard produced an accurate and
heavy veolume of fire, Thay vicked up the targets
early, ot the guns on them quickly, and opened fire
suartly, stayin; with NIPS whenever the range was
not fouled, until the planes were destroyed or out
of range, Their deterimination to stick with the
eneny peid one hundred perceit dividends on at
least two occasions, when ASVUHRIA gunfire splashed the
plane after all other ships hed ceased Tire.

All topside personnel showed fwaption and determine
ation durin; the frequent showers of shrapnel from
friendly ship' ad fire., Huuerous officers and uen
were saved from shrapnel wounds by' the flashproof
(kapok lined) suits provided, or by Lapok life
Jackets (as well as by helaieats). These flashproof
suits, re_.rding which a special report vas
submitted by the ASVTORI. on 4 January 1945 in

its CL90/.33 serial 7, are considcred a most desir-
able addition to the ship's equipent,

FPerfomiance of persunnel with regard to material
upkeep has been such as to merit high praise.

Routine tests and inspections were rigidly adhered to,
liunerous repairs have been eifected, including many
which would normally be classified as '“jobs for the
tender.” I/hen a ship conducts hi_h speed operations
in an active coabat zone for & period of approximately
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